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THE ORANGE 
FALL CURRICULUM REVIEW 

In English on the Orange Team we have had a productive 
few months!  We are learning to analyze words for their 
constituent parts (roots, suffixes, and prefixes) in order to 
predict their meaning.  We have also reviewed nouns and 
verbs so that we can start to deepen our understanding of 
our language.  As useful as these skills are, they are not the 
most interesting we have absorbed.  In writing, we have 
looked carefully at how to organize our paragraphs around 
main idea statements.  With this in mind, each student 
carefully examined his/her life and the influences upon it in 
order to write his or her own life philosophy, patterned after 
the series, “This I Believe”.  Examples are included in this 
issue.  We are currently working on using our five senses to 
describe the world around us and to translate our 
imaginations into written experiences others can share.  You 
can look forward to this culminating in a short story to be 
written and shared in December. 

 

 
Social Studies 

Updates and Reminders 

English 

Math 

Science 

Learning Strategies 

All sixth grade students are just finishing up a five 
themes of geography project based on a European 
country.  The project focused on research skills 
including taking notes, selecting appropriate sources, 
synthesizing information, citing sources and using 
GoogleDocs. 

Next we will be moving into a short unit about 
education around the world. Students will examine the 
inequalities among children worldwide. We will be 
showing a documentary called Back to School II created 
by Wide Angle. This movie follows the lives of students 
from around the world with a focus on their educational 
opportunities. This will give us an opportunity to work 
on the important skill of comparing and contrasting 
information. 

The Learning Strategies class is off and running for the 
year. We recently completed our introduction to Notice 
and Note. Having spent several weeks learning about 
and practicing the various signposts in this program, 
over the next few months we will continue to develop 
our close reading skills as we read Maniac Magee by Jerry 
Spinelli. 

We've spent the beginning of the year introducing and 
honing some fundamental science skills such as 
observing, inferring and measuring metrically. As we 
continue into Term 2, students will be putting these 
skills to use when they begin to design and conduct 
experiments and make sense of their data. 

During Term 1 we have worked to improve our number 
sense through our understanding of primes, 
composites, factors and multiples as well as our ability 
to use divisibility rules.  We will continue to emphasize 
these skills as we expand our focus to include decimals, 
fractions, percents and ratios. 

As Term 1 has ended we want to remind students and parents of 
the Orange Team policy that late homework will no longer be 
accepted unless extenuating circumstances dictate a need for an 
extension.  This is consistent with our continued emphasis on the 
development of each student’s sense of responsibility and 
organization. 
 
Auditions for the Spring  Musical, Beauty and the Beast will 
take place after school Monday Dec. 8th through Wednesday 
Dec. 11th. 
 
PL-874 Forms were sent how at the beginning of October and 
need to be returned.  There are still a handful of 6th grade 
students who have not turned these forms in.  We need your 
help reaching 100% compliance.  Please check your student’s 
homework folder as additional copies have been sent home with 
students who have not turned the form in. 

Students on both the Orange and Yellow team will be traveling 
to the Chelmsford Performing Arts Center in Chelmsford, MA to 
see Mayhem Poets.  Permission slips and $15 payment are due 
Dec. 2nd. 

Spotlight on Students 

Have you ever wondered what a sixth grader believes about life?  Take a look at 
these “I believe” statements written by sixth grade students on the Orange 
Team. 

• I believe in trying your hardest. 
• I believe that optimism is the key to a happy life and a pathway to many 

extraordinary stories and experiences. 
• I believe people have to persevere and overcome obstacles in life. 
• I believe that you should pay attention to and enjoy those little things in 

life and don’t take them for granted.  After all, you only get to live once. 
• I believe that it’s important to treasure each moment because someday you 

will recall all the special moments and will want to remember all the little 
details that made you who you are. 

• I believe it is important to be open to new things and to remember that 
family is most important. 

• I believe that you get many rewards for working hard, whether you know 
it or not. 

• I believe that you have to live life to the fullest, try hard every day, and 
love to succeed at life. 

• I believe that in order to live a happy and good life, you need to live with 
humor. 

• I believe that in life you should just do something you love and enjoy it. 

 


